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ABSTRACT
The Effectiveness of a Belhavioral
Program in Treating Attention Deficit Disorder

Among Children witl learning Disabilities

Prepared by
Hasan Yasin Al-Zaghlawan

Supervised by

Prof. Jamal Al-Kaliteeb

This study aimed at finding out the effcctivencss of a behavioral

program in trcating attention deficit disorder Among Children with lcarning

Disabilitics. This study tricd to test the following hypothicses in particular :

1. The behavioral program has an impact on decrcasing attention
deficit disorder.

2. Differences among children in the cxperimental  group arc
ascribed to the sex variable.

3. Differcnces among children in the expcrimental  group are

ascribed 1o the age variable.

The subjects of the study were chosen through applying the attention
deficit disorder too! designed by the rescarcher after finding out the necessary
validity and rcliability cocfTicients. Sixty wmale and lemalc third and fourth
graders werc the subjects of the study. The samplc was randomly divided into
two groups, an cxpc

and a control group of 30 students (male and femalc).

The behavioral program applicd to the subjects of the experimental

group uscd two strategies {r

responsc cost which means losi

rimental group comprising 30 students (male and femalc)

om the behavior modification strategies: (1) the

ng points if the demonstrates attention deficit
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and the differential reinforcement of the incompatible behavior in which the
tcacher reinforces part of the student’s performance during a training scssion
by giving him/her cxtra points manifesting contrary to attention deficit. At the
end of the session, (he teacher used to exchange the points according to a list
showing the valuc of cach reinforce in points. The behavioral program was
applicd for six weeks. The follow up was carricd out two wecks after the
behavioral program ended.

To test the hypothescs of the study, the analysis of covariance was used.
Results indicated that there were significant dilferences, after the treatment and
during the follow up period, between the experimental group exposed to the
behavioral program and the control group in favor of the experimental group
for the value of (F) at the degrees of freedom of (1, 57) was 165.203 and that is
statistically significant (oo = 0.05), and that indicates that the behavioral
program decreascd the attention deficit in the experimental group.

The results comply with other studics that tacklied the matter and
emphasized the cffectiveness of the responsc cost and the diffcrential
reinforcement  of the incompatible behavior in treating various aspects of
behavioral disorders.

As for thc sccond hypothesis which referred to diffcrences among
subjects duc to the scx variable, the results of the analysis of covariance
showed that there was no statistically significant cffect due to the sex variable,
for the value of (F) at the degree of freedom of (1,27) was 0,485.

As for the third hypothesis, which referred to differences among
subjccts of the experimental group duc to the age variable, the result of the
analysis of this variable indicated again that thcre was no statistically
significant effect duc to the age variable for the value of (F) at the degree of
frecdom of (1,27) was 0.757.

This shows that the behavioral program had the same cffcct onthe

subjects of the experimental group and that the scx and age variable were

incfTective.
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