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The Attitudes of Intermediate School Students towards
Handicapped People, and the Relationship of these
Attitudes with some variables

Dr. Zaidan Ahmad Sartawi

Assistant Professor, Special Education Department
King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. This study aimed to investigate the attitudes of intermediate school students towards hand-
icapped people and the relationship of these attitudes with the type of handicap, the previous experience
with handicapped persons, the visibility of the handicap, and the effect of parents educational level on the
attitude towards the handicapped.

Yuker's Modified Attitude Scale was applied on 345 students in Riyadh schools.

The study reached the following conclusions:

1 — Intermediate level students revelead positive attitudes in general. The attitude towards the type
of handicap was negative towards the mentally retarded and positive towards the other types of handicap.

2 — The attitudes of students towards the handicapped. The attitudes were statistically significant in
the following variables — the type of handicap, previous experience with handicapped persons, the visibil-
ity of the handicap and the educational level of the father. The effect of the educational level of the mother
was not statistically significant.

3 — The attitudes of the students was more positive towards apparent handicap (visual and physical)
and negative towards the non apparent handicap (mental and hearing).

4 — The attitudes of the students who actually known handicapped persons and the students whose
fathers have a low level of education was more positive towards handicapped people than students who
do not know handicapped people and whose fathers have a high level of education.
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